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How to pray the janazah prayer

The funeral prayer is prayed standing, with no bowing and no

prostration. The imam leads; everyone else stands in rows behind him.

It has four takbīrs, and something is said after each one.

1 Stand in rows and make your intention
Stand behind the imam facing the qiblah, with the body in front of him. Intend in your heart to
pray the funeral prayer for this person.
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم prayed for al-Najā shī  with the people in rows behind him and said four takbī rs:
Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī  1245

2 First takbīr, then al-Fātiḥah
Raise your hands and say Allāhu akbar, then recite al-Fātiḥah quietly.

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1245
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يمِ حِ رَّ مَٰنِ ٱل   حْ رَّ هِ ٱل  لَّ سْمِ ٱل بِ

مِينَ لَ عَٰ  لْ هِ رَبِّ ٱ  لَّ لِ حَمْدُ   ٱلْ

حِيمِ رَّ مَٰنِ ٱل   حْ رَّ ٱل

يَوْمِ ٱلدِّينِ لِكِ  مَٰ 

عِينُ تَ  نَسْ اكَ  يَّ  بُدُ وَإِ نَعْ اكَ  يَّ  إِ

مَ قِي تَ  لْمُسْ رَٰطَ ٱ نَا ٱلصِّ ٱهْدِ

لِّينَ  آ لَا ٱلضَّ هِمْ وَ لَيْ عَ وبِ  لْمَغْضُ يْرِ ٱ غَ هِمْ  لَيْ عَ عَمْتَ  نْ  لَّذِينَ أَ رَٰطَ ٱ صِ

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. [All] praise is [due] to
Allah, Lord of the worlds - The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, Sovereign of
the Day of Recompense. It is You we worship and You we ask for help. Guide us to the
straight path - The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who
have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray.

Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī  1335 · Arabic: Tanzil; translation: Saheeh International

Where the schools differ. The Ḥanafī  and Mā likī  schools praise Allah here instead of reciting
al-Fā tiḥah. The Shā fiʿī  and Ḥanbalī  schools recite it, following Ibn ʿAbbā s. Follow your imam.

3 Second takbīr, then blessings on the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم
Say Allāhu akbar and send blessings on the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, as in the sitting of every prayer.

مَا  دٍ، كَ مَّ حَ مُ لَى آلِ  عَ دٍ، وَ مَّ حَ مُ لَى  عَ بَارِكْ  هُمَّ   لَّ جِيدٌ، ال مِيدٌ مَ نَّكَ حَ  مَ، إِ رَاهِي بْ  لَى آلِ إِ عَ مَ وَ رَاهِي بْ  لَى إِ عَ يْتَ   لَّ  مَا صَ  دٍ، كَ مَّ حَ مُ لَى آلِ  عَ دٍ، وَ مَّ حَ مُ لَى  عَ لِّ  هُمَّ صَ  لَّ ال
جِيدٌ مِيدٌ مَ نَّكَ حَ  مَ، إِ رَاهِي بْ  لَى آلِ إِ عَ مَ، وَ رَاهِي بْ  لَى إِ عَ تَ  بَارَكْ

O Allah! Send Your Mercy on Muhammad and on the family of Muhammad, as You sent
Your Mercy on Abraham and on the family of Abraham, for You are the Most Praise-
worthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah! Send Your Blessings on Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, as You sent your Blessings on Abraham and on the family of Abraham,
for You are the Most Praise-worthy, the Most Glorious.

Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī  3370

4 Third takbīr, then the duʿāʾ for the one who has died
Say Allāhu akbar and pray for them. This is the heart of the prayer; any sincere duʿāʾ fulfils it,
and this is one the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said.

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1335
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3370
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وْبَ ثَّ يْتَ ال  نَقَّ مَا   يَا كَ خَطَا  هِ مِنَ الْ قِّ نَ رَدِ وَ بَ لْ لْجِ وَا  ثَّ مَاءِ وَال لْ بِا هُ  لْ  هُ وَاغْسِ لَ مُدْخَ سِّعْ  هُ وَوَ لَ زُ نُ كْرِمْ  هُ وَأَ نْ هِ وَاعْفُ عَ فِ عَا هُ وَ مْ هُ وَارْحَ لَ رْ  فِ هُمَّ اغْ  لَّ ال
وْ بْرِ أَ لْقَ عَذَابِ ا هُ مِنْ   عِذْ ةَ وَأَ  نَّ جَ  هُ الْ لْ  دْخِ هِ وَأَ  رًا مِنْ زَوْجِ يْ هِ وَزَوْجًا خَ لِ هْ رًا مِنْ أَ يْ اً خَ هْل هِ وَأَ رًا مِنْ دَارِ يْ هُ دَارًا خَ لْ بْدِ  نَسِ وَأَ  يَضَ مِنَ الدَّ بْ  الأَ

ارِ نَّ عَذَابِ ال مِنْ 

O Allah! forgive him, have mercy upon him, give him peace and absolve him. Receive
him with honour and make his grave spacious; wash him with water, snow and hail.
Cleanse him from faults as Thou wouldst cleanse a white garment from impurity.
Requite him with an abode more excellent than his abode, with a family better than his
family, and with a mate better than his mate. Admit him to the Garden, and protect him
from the torment of the grave and the torment of the Fire.

Ṣaḥī ḥ Muslim 963 · For a woman, “him” becomes “her” (lahā )

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also prayed this duʿāʾ over the dead, for the whole community. It can be said
with the first or in its place.

هُ  فَّ وَ تَ فَ ا  نَّ هُ مِ تَ يْ  فَّ وَ تَ مَانِ وَمَنْ  ي لَى الإِ عَ هِ  يِ  حْ فَأَ ا  نَّ هُ مِ تَ يْ يَ  حْ هُمَّ مَنْ أَ  لَّ نَا ال بِ ئِ غَا نَا وَ اهِدِ نَا وَشَ ثَا نْ  نَا وَأُ كَرِ نَا وَذَ بِيرِ  نَا وَكَ غِيرِ  نَا وَصَ تِ يِّ  مَ نَا وَ يِّ  حَ  رْ لِ فِ هُمَّ اغْ  لَّ ال
هُ بَعْدَ نَا   لَّ  تُضِ اَ  هُ وَل رَ  جْ نَا أَ حْرِمْ  اَ تَ هُمَّ ل  لَّ اَمِ ال ل سْ لَى الإِ عَ

O Allah, forgive our living and our dead, our young and our old, our male and our
female, those of us present and those absent. O Allah, whoever of us You keep alive, keep
him alive in faith, and whoever of us You take, take him in Islam. O Allah, do not deprive
us of his reward and do not let us go astray after him.

Sunan Abī  Dā wū d 3201 (ṣaḥī ḥ, al-Albā nī ) · also Tirmidhī  1024, ḥasan ṣaḥī ḥ; Ibn Mā jah 1498

Allāhumma-ghfir li-ḥayyinā wa mayyitinā, wa ṣaghīrinā wa kabīrinā, wa dhakarinā wa
unthānā, wa shāhidinā wa ghāʾibinā. Allāhumma man aḥyaytahu minnā fa-aḥyihi ʿalā al-
īmān, wa man tawaffaytahu minnā fa-tawaffahu ʿalā al-islām. Allāhumma lā taḥrimnā
ajrahu wa lā tuḍillanā baʿdah

FOR A CHILD

The prayer over a child is the same. After the third takbīr, pray for the child and for the
parents. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said that a miscarried child is prayed over and that forgiveness and
mercy are asked for its parents.

ةِ مَ  حْ رَّ ةِ وَال رَ فِ مَغْ لْ بِا هِ  يْ دَ لِ وَا لِ يُدْعَى  هِ وَ يْ لَ عَ لَّى   يُصَ وَالسِّقْطُ 

The miscarried child is prayed over, and forgiveness and mercy are asked for its parents.

Sunan Abī  Dā wū d 3180 (ṣaḥī ḥ, al-Albā nī )

The wording most often taught for a child is not from the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. Al-Bukhārī records it,
without a chain, as what al-Ḥasan al-Baṣrī, one of the generation after the Companions, used
to say. It is a good duʿāʾ and widely used; say it knowing where it comes from.

https://sunnah.com/muslim:963a
https://sunnah.com/abudawud:3201
https://sunnah.com/abudawud:3180
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رًا جْ لَفًا وَأَ  ا وَسَ رَطً فَ نَا  لَ هُ  لْ عَ  هُمَّ اجْ  لَّ ال

O Allah, make him for us one who goes ahead to prepare the way, a forerunner, and a
reward.

Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī , Kitā b al-Janā ʾiz, heading of the chapter on al-Fā tiḥah in the funeral prayer (words of

al-Ḥasan al-Baṣrī , without a chain)

Allāhumma-jʿalhu lanā faraṭan wa salafan wa ajrā
Abū Hurayrah, a Companion, prayed over a child who had never done wrong and was heard
saying the shorter duʿāʾ below. Mālik records it in the Muwaṭṭaʾ. This too is a Companion’s own
practice, not a saying of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم.

بْرِ لْقَ عَذَابِ ا هُ مِنْ   عِذْ هُمَّ أَ  لَّ ال

O Allah, protect him from the punishment of the grave.

Muwaṭṭaʾ Mā lik, Kitā b al-Janā ʾiz 16:18 (Abū  Hurayrah’s own practice)

Allāhumma aʿidhhu min ʿadhāb al-qabr
For a girl, -hu (him) becomes -hā  (her): ijʿalhā , aʿidhhā . More on when a child dies.

5 Fourth takbīr, then the salām
Say Allāhu akbar, pause briefly for a short duʿāʾ, then turn your head to the right and say as-
salāmu ʿalaykum wa raḥmatullāh. Many also turn to the left.

6 If you missed it, or they died far away
At the grave. A woman (or man) who used to sweep the masjid died and was buried without
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم being told. He asked to be shown the grave, and prayed over it there. The
schools differ on who may do this and for how long after the burial, so ask your imam before
you go.
Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī  1337

In absentia. When al-Najāshī, the king of Abyssinia, died far away, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم announced
his death and led the funeral prayer for him in Madinah. This is the ṣalāt al-ghāʾib, prayed as
above but with no body present.

Ṣaḥī ḥ al-Bukhā rī  1245

Where the schools differ. The Shā fiʿī  and Ḥanbalī  schools allow the prayer in absentia; the
Ḥanafī  and Mā likī  schools do not, and hold that the body must be present. Some scholars
allow it only soon after the death. Follow your imam and your masjid’s practice. Dā r al-Iftā ʾ al-

Miṣriyyah, fatwā  4248: the funeral prayer in absentia (2004)

IF YOU ARRIVE LATE

Join at the imam’s next takbīr and
follow him. Ask the imam how to
complete what you missed.

IF YOU D O NOT KNOW THE

ARABIC

Pray for them in your own words
after the third takbīr. Allah hears
every language.

FOR THE FAMILY

What to say to them, and duʿāʾs for
the one who has died. Duʿāʾs for the
grieving

https://sunnah.com/bukhari/23
https://sunnah.com/bukhari/23
https://sunnah.com/malik/16/18
http://127.0.0.1:55452/guides/when-a-child-dies/
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1337
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1245
https://www.dar-alifta.org/ar/fatwa/details/14232
https://www.dar-alifta.org/ar/fatwa/details/14232
http://127.0.0.1:55452/guides/duas-for-the-grieving/
http://127.0.0.1:55452/guides/duas-for-the-grieving/
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AF TER THE PRAYER

The body is taken straight to the
grave. Follow if you can. The full
step-by-step guide

http://127.0.0.1:55452/when-someone-dies/
http://127.0.0.1:55452/when-someone-dies/

